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Another Death Sentence  
  

In the United States in the 1840’s, a man was convicted 

of murder and sentenced to death. Only days before 

his sentence was to be carried out, while the man 

was waiting in his prison cell, a messenger arrived. 

He carried with him a presidential pardon signed by 

President Garfield. However, to the astonishment of 

the prison officials, the man refused to accept the 

pardon. The officials brought the matter to the 

Supreme Court where the justices ruled that the 

pardon had no effect unless it was received by the 

prisoner. The man was hung as scheduled because 

he refused the pardon that had been granted to 

him.  

It seems impossible to believe, but many today do not 

accept the forgiveness that Jesus offers.  

Some may be too proud to accept that they need God’s 

pardon.  

Some feel they have to do something to make 

themselves worthy first before accepting pardon.  

Some think there is another way to be pardoned, and 

insist on doing it their way.  

We all have the choice to accept or reject the offer 

Jesus gives us. Have you ever made a decision to 

accept His gift of forgiveness?  

 



John 1:12, Luke 10:20 

 Those who believe, those who receive 
Him will become a child of God and 
have their names written in the Book 
of Life 

PRAYER: 
Admit your sins- Repent and turn to God 

Believe that Jesus paid your sins through His 

blood and His death on the cross. Entrust your 

life to what Jesus has done for you. 

Commit your life to Christ, Confess Jesus as 

your Lord and Savior. 

Revelation 20:15 

 If anyone’s name was not found written in 
the book of life, he was thrown into the lake 
of fire 


